AT   THE   TAILOR'S

llama' 1 (He said nothing about false llama.)
Sometimes called also e vicuna'. It cost about
fifty shillings a yard. (You could buy freehold
land for less and it would last longer.) He could
not supply a suit of it for less than eighteen guineas.
It looked ' lovely', but did not keep its shape
well, except in the form of overcoats; but it was
very warm indeed.

Yesterday I met an American who asked me for
the name and address of the artist who had created
the suit in which I happened to be clad. He said
that in the old days he used to order all his clothes
in London, but he,had given up London tailors
because they demanded so many tryings-on. How-
ever, he was now inclined to return to them. I
then told him my famous experience: how I had
spent three months, and given at least twelve
tryings-on, and exhausted two tailoring firms, in the
attempt, ultimately successful, to obtain three
evening waistcoats that would fit without crease.
And yet women talk about the exasperation of
frock-buying!

Working tailors, according to master-tailors, are
less skilled than before the war. But I assert that
shoemakers are far, far less skilled than before the
war: a notorious and tragic fact seldom or never
referred to in print. When I was young I had to
be content with ready-made footwear. Then I
had my boots and shoes made to measure. But
during and after the war my experiences were so
awful that now I buy ready-made boots and shoes

14